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279 to 86: 


3rd night of 
Town Meeting 
goes for health 


By Don Staruk 
moking will no longer be 
allowed in restaurants, 
municipal buildings or 
public areas of retail stores 
in Andover. 

By a convincing vote of 279-86, vot- 
ers at the third and final session of 
Town Meeting Wednesday night 
approved a smoking and tobacco-con- 
trol bylaw that is among the most 
stringent in the nation. But the law 
will not take effect for six or seven 
months, depending on how long it 
takes for the state attorney general to 
approve it. 


The bylaw: 

- Bans smoking in municipal 
buildings; 

+ Bans smoking in restaurants, 
including the lounge/bar areas, 

- Bans smoking in retail stores, 
except in designated areas not open 
to the public; 

- Bans smoking in public eleva- 
tors, entrance ways, stairways, 
restrooms and waiting areas, 

+ Requires physical barriers and 
separate ventilation systems to segre- 
gate designated smoking areas, 
where allowed, from non-smoking 
areas; 
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: Bans freestanding dis- 
plays of cigarettes or other 
tobacco products; 

- Bans cigarette vending 
machines, except in bars not 


closer than 30 feet from the designated as smoking + Private or semi-private 

door. rooms; rooms in nursing homes. 

Smoking is not banned in: + Hotel and motel confer- Violations of the bylaw 
+ Bars; ence rooms and private- are non-criminal offenses 


assembly rooms while being 
used for private functions; 


and may be subject to: 


nued n page 7) 


+ Private residences; 


+ Hotel and motel rooms 
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took three nights to accomplish the 
It business of the,1994 Annual Town 

Meeting, but voters did it, including 
approving a no-smoking policy for the town 
of Andover on the third night, in a 279-86 
vote. The largest number turned out for the 
first night of Town Meeting, 1,692 Monday; 
only 640 showed up Tuesday night; and 397 
voters dotted the Dunn Gymnasium at 
Andover High School Wednesday. 

Voters also approved a pooper-scooper 
bylaw, Article 45, which requires dog own- 
ers to clean up after their pets. The vote was 
249-224, the narrowest margin during the 
first two nights of Town Meeting. 

Town residents demonstrated their over- 
whelming support for the $40.5 million 
school-building project, approving Article 20 
in two sections. A final hurdle awaits: a May 
17 debt-exclusion override of Proposition 2% 
must pass a ballot vote for the project to be 
funded. The town approved by a 1,291-247 
vote the first section, covering the $38.5 mil- 
lion in renovations and additions to 
Andover High School, South and Sanborn 
schools, which will be eligible for 60 percent 
state reimbursement. The second section, $2 
million in technology improvements in the 
schools, was approved 1,087-157. 


Alderbrook Road 

The proposal to pave a private section of 
Alderbrook Road failed in a 277-189 vote, 
after a passionate hour-long discussion. 
Despite the safety issues raised during the 
discussion, Buzz Stapezynski, town manag- 
er, said Wednesday that nothing will now be 
done to the road, which remains a private 
way. 

The town approved Article 24, allowing 
$39,600 in free cash to be used to cover unex- 
pected special-education costs, 


THE COVER PHOTO, taken by Lisa 
Adelsberger, is of Augie Papetti, 
who enjoyed what could be one of 
the last smoke nights in Andover, at 
Petro’s Seafood Cafe, March 31. Vot- 
ers did away with smoking in 
restaurants at Wednesday’s Town 
Meeting. 
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Dennis Teves of 8 Mohawk 
Road asks voters to spend 
$100,000 on a management 
audit for the town. The article 
lost. See page 6. 


Jogging bylaw 

Voters threw out a jogging bylaw, 
Article 40, which sought jogging and 
pedestrian regulations. There were 
too many loopholes for voters to buy 
it. 

Convenience stores 

Articles 43 and 44, dealing with 
the placement of convenience stores 
in industrial areas of town, were 
both voted down as well. Some sug- 
gested they constituted spot zoning. 

Voters declined to spend $1 mil- 
lion for sewers on River Road. 

The licensing schedule and fees 
for dogs were changed. Now it will 
cost $8 to license dogs, male, female, 
altered or not. 

Tom and Stella Koravos were hon- 
ored Monday night after serving the 
town breakfast and lunch at Ford’s 
Coffee Shop for 40 years. They 
retired April 2. 

Management audit 

Voters turned down a private arti- 
cle submitted by Dennis Teves of 8 
Mohawk Road. Article 62 asked vot- 
ers to spend $100,000 on a manage- 
ment audit for the town. 

Thank you, thank you 

Fred Fitzgerald, the head of 
Andover Fund for Education, gave a 
moving speech thanking citizens for 
becoming involved and attending 
Town Meeting. 

Mr. Fitzgerald expressed “joy” at 
people having “the right to peaceful- 
ly assemble and address their 
grievances, even though the business 
of the town is sometimes dreary and 
soporific,” 

Mr. Fitzgerald also recognized the 
leadership of Jim Doherty, longtime 
moderator of Town Meeting, who 
gave an impassioned response, 
which included a history of his 
involvement in town affairs. 

Sue Jenkins, former School Com- 
mittee member who lost her seat in 
the March 28 election, was given a 
plaque by Sue Dalton and the rest of 
the School Committee. Ms, Jenkins 
said that she would remain involved 
in educational issues in Andover. 


e-night Town Meeting 
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Stella and Tom Koravos, who ran Ford’s Coffee Shop on Main 
Street for 40 years, were honored Monday night by Town Meeting 
with a standing ovation and a certificate, given here by Selectman 
Jerry Silverman, at left. Ford’s closed April 2. The Koravos wrote 
to the Townsman this week, thanking the community for its sup- 
port over the years and thanking the newspaper for the stories 


from fans in the March 31 edition. 


Voters eliminate shopping center 
district in 224-27 vote third night 


By Neil Fater 

In a 224-27 vote, residents 
appeared to express their disap- 
proval with even the possibility of a 
future supermarket or large retail 
store in the West Andover area, near 
the Internal Revenue Service. 

Article 59 changed the shopping 
district at the intersection of inter- 
states 93 and 495 to a limited-service 
district. The most significant aspect 
of this change, said Michael Miller, 
Planning Board member, is that sin- 
gle-family residential developments 
will be allowed. 

However, large retail stores and 
supermarkets will not. 


“There are too many shopping 
centers,” said Charles Galley, 10 Yale 
Road. “What do we want, a shopping 
center for every person? The quality 
that we present in the downtown 
area is unique.” 

One of the stated purposes of Arti- 


By Alix Driscoll 

A 55-year-old man, from Salem, 
N. H., jumped from the Route 495 
southbound overpass onto the 
breakdown lane on Route 93 south- 
bound at approximately 7:50 a.m. 
Thursday, April 14, according to 
Trooper Michael Scalese of Andover 
State Police barracks. 


Man jumps from bridge and 
kills himself Thursday 


cle 59 by the Planning Board is to 
“remove the potential for projects 
that could detract from Andover’s 
downtown commercial services.” 

“T don’t know that that is really 
the function of building and zoning,” 
said Margaret Cronin. “The down- 
town district does not serve all my 
needs as a resident of Andover.” 

“IT do like shopping in downtown 
Andover. I expressly do not like 
going to North Andover for the hard- 
ware store,” said John Matera, 30 
Stoneybrook Circle. “There is really 
nothing out in West Andover. 


“What are we really trying to pro- 
tect here? The whole commerce of 
the United States is based on compe- 
tition,” said Mr. Matera. If a super- 
market or large retail store was built 
in town, “we might even get people 
who don’t live in Andover to shop in 
Andover.” 


“The subject had recently learned 
of a terminal illness. He was pro- 
nounced dead on arrival at 
Lawrence General Hospital at 8:10 
a.m.,” said Trooper Scalese. 

When the Townsman went to 
press the name of the person had 
not yet been released, pending noti- 
fication of next of kin. 
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River Road residents denied 
connection to town sewer 


By Don Staruk 

On the next to last article acted on at 
Town Meeting, voters Wednesday 
night denied a private petition for a $1 
million sewer extension that would 
have provided service to about 15 
homes on a section of River Road, from 
North Street to the Lawrence line. 

The fact that the town was paying 
$800,000 of the total cost, even though 
that money would be paid by sewer 
user fees, was the overwhelming obsta- 
cle against the proposal. 

Selectman Gerald Silverman said 
prior to the meeting, just after board 
members voted 3-2 to recommend dis- 
approval of the article, that it was the 
cost and other priorities that were 
against it. “Is this the time we should 
be spending this kind of money for the 
town?” Mr. Silverman said was the 
question he asked himself prior to vot- 
ing against it. The vote on the floor of 
town meeting was not nearly as close, 
161-35 against it. 

Donald Ketzler, of 32 River Road and 
one of those who would benefit from 
the sewer, said he wasn’t surprised. 

“We knew it was going to be difficult 
given the cost factor,” Mr. Ketzler said 
Thursday morning. 

But one thing to come out of it was 
that he heard new figures from Bob 
McQuade, Public Works director, that 


there was some chance the project 
could be done for as little as $500,000 or 
$600,000. Take out the $138,000 in bet- 
terments the residents would pay and 
that might be a more palatable expense 
for voters to swallow, Mr. Ketzler said. 

Mr. Ketzler said the neighbors will, 

he suspects, “be back again.” 
End of the line 

Mr. Ketzler told voters Wednesday 
night the sewer line extension was 
needed because there is a high water 
table in the area and most of the homes 
have old septic systems that need to be 
pumped frequently. 

He said residents of that area have 
sacrificed a lot for the town in having 
first Greater Lawrence Technical 
School, then the Andover Marriott, 
various business and research parks 
and two public housing developments 
built there, all of which boosted the 
town’s tax base, Their road, once a qui- 
et country way, is now being torn up 
and widened as a state highway. 

“The people in this part of the town 
have contributed and will continue to 
contribute to the tax base,” despite the 
changes to their area,” Mr. Ketzler 
said. 

He asked for the sewer for this small 
section in return, The Planning Board 
agreed with him, saying that the exten- 
sion was part of the master plan. 


Jogger / pedestrian 
bylaw squashed 


By Don Staruk 

A proposal to require joggers and 
other pedestrians to travel facing traf- 
fic on public roads and to wear reflec- 
tive vests at night was defeated during 
the second night of Town Meeting, 
Tuesday. 

Although police safety officer 
Robert Cronin said that the police 
department and local runners support- 
ed the article, the argument couldn't 
overcome objections voiced by Gerard 
Dallal, of 54 High Plain Road. 

Mr. Dallal hit the article on several 
points, including that the definition of 
who it applied to was too vague, that it 
put restrictions on casual walkers and 
that it did not address the fact that not 
all streets have sidewalks. Anyone 
walking to or from her neighbor’s 
house after dark could be in violation if 
she forgot to take a reflective vest with 
her when she headed off, Mr, Dallal 
said, People leaving the Fourth of July 
fireworks would be required to have a 
vest, he said, Since it doesn’t allow for 
flashlights as a substitute, many trick- 
or-treaters would also be in violation of 
the bylaw, he said. 

“I’m concerned that the article 
moves too much of the responsibility 
from drivers, where it belongs,” and 
puts it on pedestrians, Mr. Dallal said. 


If the bylaw passed, and there were 
an accident, it would be the goal of a 
motorist’s attorney to prove contribu- 
tory negligence on the part of the 
pedestrian because he was not wearing 
a vest or was walking on the wrong 
side of the street, Mr. Dallal said. 

Another speaker said he’d rather 
roll with traffic when using his cross 
country skis on wheels for many of the 
same reasons bicycles travel with the 
traffic. 


Neil Gordon, of 16 Belknap Drive, 
proposed an amendment that would 
exempt one-way streets from the bylaw 
restrictions, since it would otherwise 
restrict pedestrian traffic to one direc- 
tion. 

Mike Frishman, of 230 Andover St., 
said he was against any laws regulat- 
ing walking. 

Bob Zollner, of 249 Highland Road, 
said that for years he has questioned 
why anyone would walk with his back 
to traffic. 

“They don’t see me. They can’t hear 
me,” Mr, Zollner said. 

“T think this is a reasonable safety 
problem,” he said in support of the arti- 
cle. 

Mr. Gordon’s amendment was sub- 
sequently approved, but the entire arti- 
cle was voted out. 


Photos by Lisa Adelsberger 


Roger Turpening, of 48 Clark Road, works on his laptop computer 
during Monday’s Town Meeting. A seismologist working at Mas- 
sachusetts Institute of Technology, Dr. Turpening was analyzing data 
on oil in Illinois. 


Waiting to have their say at the microphone Monday about the school 
buildings project are, from left, Ron Hill of 15 Abbot St., Martin 
Epstein of 21 Candlewood Drive, Christine Gebhard of 2 Oriole Drive, 
Mark Kovacs of 4 Hawthorne Circle and Bill Josephson of 203 Salem 
St. 


State Rep. Gary Coon, R-Andover, checks in at Town Meeting with 
poll-worker Joan Hardy, at right; That’s Jean Hughes looking on, and 
Karen Herman is at far left. 
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Youth Town Meeting: 


An hour-and-a-half of youthful democracy 


By Alix Driscoll 

At the first-ever Youth Town Meet- 
ing, Tuesday afternoon, more than 120 
Andover students, in grades 4-12, 
debated and approved the expansion of 
the recycling program in the schools, 
the $40.5 million school buildings arti- 
cle and the establishment of a teen cen- 
ter. 

They turned down Article 3, to allow 
elementary school students to design 
their own menus, and Article 10, to see 
if the town would purchase the old 
bowling alley on Park Street and run it 
as a business. 

The hour-and-a-half expression of 
youthful democracy was under the 
direction of Moderator Will Hall, a 
senior at Andover High School. 

The Youth Town Meeting built upon 
the schools’ Town Government Day in 
March, when middle- and high-school 
students assumed the roles and worked 
alongside elected, appointed and 
salaried town officials. 

The kids learned their jobs well. In 
preparation for the Youth Town Meet- 
ing these same volunteer student offi- 
cials consulted several times with their 
adult counterparts. They met as com- 
mittees to prepare their positions. Stu- 
dents took seriously their roles of 
selectmen, School Committee mem- 
bers, Finance Committee members, 
police chief, fire chief, town manager, 
town clerk, director of public works 
and moderator, as evidenced by their 
well-prepared and carefully-considered 
comments on relevant articles. 

But Youth Town Meeting members — 
the students — had done their home- 
work too. A majority of students eager- 
ly took the floor to present their sides 
of issues. Most had prepared speeches 
they delivered with clarity. The audi- 
ence listened respectfully. 

Action on recycling 

The Youth FinCom recommended 
against Article 1, to provide for the 
recycling of juice boxes, soda cans, 
glass bottles, lunch bags, styrofoam, 
plastic, aluminum and regular paper, 
citing cost and lack of markets, Howev- 
er, the selectmen expressed their 
approval, and the assembled students 
voted in the affirmative. 

School building issue 

Article 2, the multi-million dollar 
school building project, passed the 
Youth Town Meeting as it had passed 
the annual Town Meeting the previous 
evening. The article was not amended 
and was not split in two parts by the 
students. 

Liz Willey, West Middle School stu- 
dent who was acting as superintendent 
of schools, promised double sessions or 
portable classrooms at the High School 
if this project were defeated. 

’ Laurie Willey, School Committee 
member and West Middle School stu- 
dent, spoke for the School Committee 
in favor of the article. 

“The smnaller the student-teacher 
ratio we have, the better education we 
can get in the town of Andover,” said 
Steve Milmoe, 15, a freshman at 
Andover High. 

When several students expressed 


( 
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Bethany Givens of South School speaks about the school-lunch issue, 
while other students who wish to speak listen during Tuesday’s Youth 
Town Meeting, held at West Middle School. 


Jesse Bardo, who said his dad is a vegetarian, spoke in favor of stu- 


m A 


dents drawing up the school-lunch menus. 


concern about the necessity of a 
“sports complex,” Todd Buonopane, 
chairman of the Board of Selectmen, 
amended the article to substitute books 
for a sports building. 

Aaron Litvin, a Doherty Middle 
School student, urged support for keep- 
ing the proposed gym. 

“A sports complex would add to edu- 
cation and make a much more com- 
plete school,” he said. 

When the real superintendent of 
schools, Mark McQuillan, confirmed 
that an adequate book allocation con- 
tained in the actual school budget had 
already passed Town Meeting, Mr. 
Buonopane withdrew his amendment. 

After the counters totaled the votes, 
Mr. Hall announced it passed with only 
two dissenters. 


Elementary school lunch menus 

Perhaps the most controversial arti- 
cle before the students was the propos- 
al to allow elementary-school students 
to devise their own menus. There 
appeared to be great elementary school 
support for this article, judging by the 
enthusiasm and numbers of students at 
the microphone. 

Bethany Givens, of South School, 
spoke about the opportunities to learn 
about health and nutrition. She sug- 
gested students could organize ethnic 
food days. 

Explaining that his dad is a vegetari- 
an, 9-year-old Jesse Bardo, a Bancroft 
School student, said he favored this 
article because he would like to see stu- 
dents have freedom of choice about 
their meals. 


Richard Neal, assistant superin- 
tendent of schools, listens to 
Youth Town Meeting members 
Tuesday. Adults involved in the 
meeting did not meddle in the 
students’ business, said 
observers. 


The FinCom seriously questioned 
the responsibility of elementary school 
students. This article was voted down. 
Teen center is needed 

Two articles spoke to the issue of a 
teen center. Article 5, submitted by the 
middle schools’ councils, asked the 
town to convert the old mill building 
on Stevens Street, or build a new one. 

Article 9, submitted by the elemen- 
tary schools’ council, proposed the con- 
version of the bowling alley near the 
back of Old Town Hall into a center for 
9 to 16-year-olds. 

Early on, the School Committee 
announced support for Article 5 and 
opposition to Article 9, citing parking 
problems. 

However, the student selectmen 
opposed a teen center in any form. 
They said they believe students would 
not do their homework, and a teen cen- 
ter would only attract a small group of 
students. 

Derek Freeman, of Doherty Middle 
School, said a teen place would help 
with the problems associated with 
young people hanging around the 
library and smoking on “the hill.” 

There was strong feeling from those 
who spoke about the opportunity to 
build a teen center, not convert the old 
mill. 

Lindsay Pearson, of Doherty Middle, 
agreed, and took the measure one step 
further. “Parents should build, not 
complain,” she said. 

Article 5 passed, thus, Article 9, the 
conversion of the bowling alley to a 
teen center, was withdrawn 


(Continued on page 5) 
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Youth Town 


(Continued from page 4) 


Expand the shuttle bus route 

Phoebe Eustis, a Doherty Middle 
School student, spoke in favor of Arti- 
cle 4, extending the shuttle bus route to 
include the West Middle School and 
surrounding areas. She said this would 
allow students to be transported to the 
center of town, and she would be will- 
ing to ask for a 10-cent donation from 
riders. 

Chris Milmoe, a West Middle School 
student, suggested a 50-cent donation 
could cover gas and repairs. 

Article 4 passed. 

Stop sign at Bartlet and Morton 

Students passed Article 7, to place a 
stop sign at the intersection of Bartlet 
and Morton streets. Sarah Hillman, 
director of public works, and a Doherty 
Middle School student, explained a 
sign would cost $50 and require a com- 
plicated state approval, but it could 
save lives. A lot of money has already 
been spent on schools and safety is 
important, too, she said. 

Smoking 

Toward the end of the long session of 
debate and deliberation, the students 
voted in the affirmative to restrict 
smoking in Andover. Article 8, a con- 
densed version of the regular Town 
Meeting Article 52, passed easily. No 
student spoke in opposition of it. 

“Bx-communication should be their 
punishment,” Steve Milmoe said about 
smokers. Many students said they 
favored Article 8, citing the need to 
protect visitors to municipal buildings. 
Many added facts about the danger of 
ambient smoke. 

History 

The idea of a Youth Town Meeting 
was born in the fall of 1992, according 
to Selectman Larry Larsen. At that 


Vote paves way 


Meeting 


time, Superintendent McQuillan gave a 
speech to the community about how 
democratic values could be taught in 
the schools. As a result of subsequent 
interest at an Our Town breakfast last 
spring, planning began. 

Dr. Larsen said Richard Neal, assis- 
tant superintendent of schools, was the 
prime mover. He had organized a suc- 
cessful youth town meeting at North 
Andover Middle School, where he was 
principal, prior to coming to Andover. 
This is a start 

The goal is to teach students more 
civic responsibility, explained Mr. 
Neal. The Youth Town Meeting builds 
on Youth Town Government Day. 

At the end of the Youth Town Meet- 
ing, Mr. Neal thanked Sanborn Princi- 
pal Jade Reitman, in her role with the 
town-wide elementary school council; 
Charlie LaBelle, social studies teacher 
at Doherty Middle School; Town Mod- 
erator Jim Doherty; Larry Larsen and 


Bill Downs, selectmen; chairpersons of 


the town boards; School Committee 
member Susan Dalton; and Virginia 
Cole, president of the League of Women 
Voters of Andover. 

Community awareness of youth 

“T don’t think there’s been a time 
when I've seen so many things happen 
at the same time. I see the Youth Town 
Meeting as a part of the larger pro- 
cess,” said Dr. Larsen. He cited the new 
Youth Council, hiring of Youth Direc- 
tor Bill Fahey, suicide prevention 
forums, and the dialogue about the 
need for a teen center. 

“IT am extremely optimistic. I hope 
the parents will follow suit,” said Dr. 
Larsen, 

Future plans 

“One of the drawbacks is the time of 

day and transportation,” Mr. Neal said 
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Garrett Friedman, a fifth-grader at West Elementary School, appears 
to be as relaxed as some of the adults who attended their own Town 


Meeting this week. 


about this year’s Youth Town Meeting. 
Next year, he plans to have an election 
process for the youth town officials, 
and hold the Youth Town Meeting 
before the annual Town Meeting. 

“Youth wants to be heard,” said Mr. 
Neal. He hopes students will prepare 
an article for the regular Town Meet- 
ing next year. 

If the Youth Town Meeting were 
held before the annual Town Meeting, 
students could vote on actual warrant 
articles. By the time this first Youth 
Town Meeting was held, the adults had 
already approved the school buildings 
project, 

Dr. Larsen said he would be willing 
to report these results at Town Meet- 
ing. This could involve the students in 
a “real process.” 

In addition, warrant articles before 


ously,” 
School Committee. 


the youth meeting could be submitted 
by students of voting age to the adult 
Town Meeting. “I would be inclined to 
consider seriously anything the Youth 
Town Meeting came up with,” said Dr. 
Larsen. 


Was it successful? 


“They made real contributions and 


were utterly focused,” said Dr. Larsen. 


“The children took their jobs so seri- 
said Susan Dalton, of the 


Town Moderator Hall, of 89 Burn- 


ham Road, shared his enthusiasm for 
the political process. “I just eat it up,” 
said the soon-to-register-to-vote stu- 
dent, who has been active in AHS stu- 
dent government four years. He will 
study history at UMAss Amherst in the 
fall. Politics may be in his future. 


for expansion to town yard, public safety center 


Buzz Stapezynski, town manager, 


House on land is one of 
several potential sites for 
Youth Services office 


said that he, Mr. Fahey and Brenda 
O’Brien, schools health education coor- 
dinator, were continuing to look for 
suitable space in the downtown busi- 
ness district. : 

“The (Pearson Street) house isn’t 
bought yet. This gives us the authority 
to do it,” Mr. Stapezynski said, regard- 
ing the passage of Article 54. “I’m not 
really interested in being in the land- 
lord business.” 

Mr. Stapezynski indicated that, 
depending on the condition of the facil- 
ity, it might be in the best interest of 
the town to simply tear down the struc- 
ture. 

“The issue is, it’s one of the many 
sites we will present to the public,” 
said Mr. Stapezynski. “People have 
approached Bill with other alterna- ~ 
tives, other spaces.” 


By Neil Fater 

Citizens opened their wallets and 
the doors to future expansion of the 
town yard and public safety center 
Wednesday night, approving Article 
54, 209-43. 

The dwindling crowd did not ask for 
debate of the matter, and quickly 
approved the $200,000 necessary to pur- 
chase the land at 27-29 Pearson St. 

The land abuts the yard and safety 
center. Town officials were seeking to 
purchase the land to provide for possi- 
ble future expansion of the highway, 
police, or fire departments. 

Both the Finance Committee and the 
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Voters agreed to pay $200,000 for this house and property at 27-29 
Pearson St. “for municipal purposes,” which could mean a temporary 
site for the youth services coordinator, Bill Fahey. 


Planning Board recommended 
approval. 

‘However, because there is already a 
house on the lot, and no expansion is 
planned for the immediate future, 
Selectman Larry Larsen has suggested 
the possibility of using the green house 
at the site as the office for Bill Fahey, 
the Youth Services coordinator. Mr. 
Fahey began working for the town in 


Pree en) 


mid-January, but the town has had dif- 
ficultly finding an appropriate, inde- 
pendent and permanent location for 
him. 

Mr. Fahey has said the location for 
his office should be out in the commu- 
nity so that it is more welcoming to 
Andover youth. Currently, Mr, Fahey 


is housed on the third floor of town 
offices, behind a storage area. 

Dr. Larsen said his next step will be 
to approach the other selectmen for 
their opinion. The Pearson Street 
house remains just one of several pos- 
sible options town officials are pursu- 
ing. 


Mr. Stapezynski said the goal is to 


find “an appropriate space the Youth 
Council feels comfortable with.” 


He said the location for the Mr. 


Fahey’s new office will not be made _ 
without considerable input from the ~ 
Youth Council. 


{ 
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Will you vote to override Prop. 2 1/2? 


Voters will face the possibility of 
two overrides of Proposition 2 4 May 
17, when the town will hold a special 
election regarding two questions for 
the schools: $38.5 million for school 
buildings and $2 million for technolo- 
gy. 
The Townsman will ask voters from 
now until the election if they plan to 
vote yes or no. 

kkk 

Tina Girdwood, of Tucker Road, is 
in favor of the Prop. 2 ¥ override for the 
school building program. She does not 
have students in the school system. 

“It is time we got our schools in 
shape. But at the same time, this is a 
more mixed community than people 
are willing to admit and we need to be 
considerate of that.” 

k*k* 

“IT was at the Town Meeting and I 
thought there was a cogent argument 
made in favor of the override, which I 
intend to vote for. One of the best 
points made was previous generations 
have been generous and provided for 


Talk with us 


The Townsman will run residents’ 
responses to: Will you vote to over- 
ride Proposition 2 1/2 for the schools 
in the May 17 special town election. 

Write a short response to the ques- 
tion and fax it to the paper ° 470-2819 
— or write it down and send it to us or 
drop it by the office at 33 Chestnut St. 


Frederick 
Fitzgerald 


Rabbi Robert 
Goldstein 


us. It is now our responsibility to do for 
the next generation and to continue the 
high standards of Andover,” said Rab- 
bi Robert Goldstein, 8 Partridge Hill 
Road. 

kkk 

Frederick Fitzgerald, of 95 Central 
St., a 13-year member of the Finance 
Committee, is in favor of the school 
building program. 

“I take a long-time view. These 
buildings must be kept up to snuff to 
create a good learning environment. 
With more students we need more 
space. I’d rather it didn’t happen but 
it’s happened,” said Mr. Fitzgerald. 

kk* 


Bea Collins, of 125 Argilla Road, 
said she has “extremely mixed feelings 
about it.” 

“T don’t know how I’m going to 
vote,” she said. “I am a firm believer in 
quality education, (but) a lot of times 
we throw money at problems. We need 
to do other things to give our children 


Aritcle 43, convenience stores, fails 


Residents saw Article 43 


By Neil Fater 
Residents on the outskirts of town 
will continue to drive a bit farther for 
their milk, eggs and bread. But for 
many, that’s just the way they like it. 
As proof, back-to-back articles ask- 
ing for the limited existence of small 


' convenience stores in areas currently 


without such facilities were both 
defeated Tuesday night. 

Article 43, a Planning Board-spon- 
sored article, sought to allow conve- 
nience stores of 2,000 square feet or less 
in gas stations or in separate buildings 
within the industrial and shopping 
center districts. Article 44 asked to 
allow a 1,500-square-foot or less conve- 
nience store in a gas station only and 
in only a more specific area. Both set a 
limit of one store per one-mile radius 
around the proposed location. 

Neither was able to garner support. 

“T have not seen the big cry for a 
convenience store,” said Donald Bar- 
ber, 10 Brady Loop. “We’re surrounded 
by convenience stores. There’s no mag- 
ic to town lines.” 

Christine Gebhard, 2 Oriole Drive, 
discussed the fear of greater crime, lit- 
ter and “cookie-cutter architecture,” 


_ which she said can follow the building 


of convenience stores. 
These comments were representa- 


tive of the feelings that people in the 
River Road area have voiced over the 
years, according to town officials. 

When public forums have been held 
in the past, a majority of residents 
have stated their opposition to more 
convenience stores, said Stephen Coly- 
er, town planning director. 

Article 43 took into account existing 
structures, and was designed to allow 
one store each to service the industrial 
area out by River Road, and the area 
past Gillette near the Wilmington bor- 
der, according to Planning Board mem- 
bers. 

“The Planing Board was approached 
by this group of West Andover citizens 
saying they needed a convenience 
store,” Michael Miller, Planning Board 
member, said Wednesday. But “we 
looked at it on a broader basis than just 
that area.” 

However, some residents said they 
did not like the fact that only one busi- 
ness in the River Road vicinity, the 
Mobil station, seemed to benefit from 
both of the zoning-related articles. 

“Bither one of these articles really is 
a private article for this” gas station, 
said Richard Katz, 68 Phillips Street. 

“I see it only as a destroying of nor- 
mal competition in a particular area,” 
said Jim Krasnoo, 14 Candlewood 


a quality education. Studies show one- 
fifth of people are functionally illiter- 
ate nationally, and that includes chil- 
dren and adults. 

“T think our children need to know 
how to read first and need to have a 
firm foundation. There are a lot of 
things that can be 2 james 
done without cost- 3 
ing us money. Tax- 
payers are reach- 
ing a point of over- 
load,” said Ms. 
Collins.” 

Shane Crab- 
tree, of 146 Main 
St., said she will be 
educating herself 
about the issue. 
“In general, I am in 
favor of it. I would 
not like to see pro- 
grams cut in the schools,” said 
Ms.Crabtree. 


Shane 
Crabtree 


Deadline to register 
to vote is April 27 


The last day 
to register to 
vote in the May 
17 special town 
election is 
Wednesday, 
April 27, when 
the town clerk’s 
office will be 
open from 8:30 


a.m. until 8 p.m. 


The town 
clerk’s office 
will hold a spe- 
cial registration 
for the same 
purpose on Sat- 
urday, April 28, 
9 a.m. -5 p.m. 


Voters nix outside 
management audit 


By Neil Fater 

In a show of support for town offi- 
cials and workers, residents defeated 
a private article seeking $100,000 for 
an outside management audit. 

Article 62 was presented by Dennis 
Teves, who amended the article on 
the floor to specify that the money 
was to be used for analysis of the 
municipal maintenance and public 
works departments. “To the best of 
my knowledge this town has never 
had an independent outside manage- 
ment audit,” said Mr. Teves. 


Without presenting a proposal of 
their own, “public officials have 
resorted to criticizing the intent of 
this article,” he said. “This town can 
not continue to spend at the same 
rate as in the past.” 

The Board of Selectmen recom- 
mended disapproval of the article, 
saying the money would be used to 
accomplish what is supposed to be 
the town manager’s job. 

“We feel our town manager is here 
to do exactly this,” said Selectman 
James Barenboim. 

Buzz Stapczynski, town manager, 
said that he receives a yearly finan- 
cial audit from the FinCom. 

“But Mr. Teves would tell you 
that’s something very different from 
what he was proposing,” Joanne Mar- 
den, FinCom member, said Thursday. 

Nevertheless, residents expressed 
their support for town workers. 


as spot zoning 


Drive, arguing against the one-mile 
radius limit. “They can charge whatev- 
er cut-throat price they want for their 
merchandise.” 

Planning Board members said the 
one-mile radius was meant to prevent 
proliferation of convenience stores in 
town, while still allowing for a few new 
stores to serve outlying areas. 

“We were a little taken aback by 
people saying our article was limiting 
competition,” said Mr. Miller, 

After Article 43 was defeated, Article 
44 followed. 


“T wish there had been a conve- 
nience store at that Mobil station dur- 
ing this last difficult winter,” said area 
resident John Sullivan. 

However, Planning Board members 
said that Article 44 did exactly what 
their article had been accused of doing, 
as it allowed a convenience store to be 
erected only at the River Road gas sta- 
tion. : 

“We don’t believe we should be sup- 
porting or approving (articles) for one 
building only,” said Lorene Comeau, 
board member. 

“You can’t spot zone. This smacks of 
spot-zoning,” said Mr. Colyer. “Why 
just Band-Aid it and say, ‘OK, we'll fix 
(just) this area right here?’ ” 


Photo by Lisa Adelsberger 


“I see it only as a destroying of 
normal competition in a particu- 
lar area,” Jim Krasnoo, of 14 
Candlewood Drive, said of the 
convenience store article. Mr. 
Krasnoo also spoke at Town 
Meeting Monday night, when, 
wearing his hat as president of 
the Andover High School PTO, he 
gave a passionate speech in favor 
of the school buildings project, 
which passed. 


‘UT 


(Continued from page \) 


+ A $50 fine for a first 
offense; 

+ A $100 fine for a second or 
subsequent offense; 

* Suspension of any license 
issued by the Board of Health 
for up to seven days; 

Removal of 
machine. 


vending 


Bylaw in effect by Jan. 1 

The bylaw has to be 
approved by the state attorney 
general, which could take up 
to 90 days from the day it is 
received by his office, and it 
might take a month before 
Town Clerk Randy Hanson 
can get it packaged and mailed 
out to the state, It then has be 
posted in town for 90 days 
before it would take effect. 

Everett Penney, town 
health director, said Thursday 
that the Board of Health will 
use the time between now and 
when the bylaw takes effect to 
educate those affected by it. 

“We realize that there’s 
going to have to be a lot of edu- 
cation for business owners 
and municipal-building super- 
visors to make this work as 
best as it can for the communi- 
ty,” Mr. Penney said. ° 

But should the demand for 
the restrictions require enact- 
ment sooner, Mr. Penney said 
the Board of Health can adopt 
the elements of the bylaw as 
Board of Health rules and reg- 
ulations at any time. 

“Now that the people have 
given us a mandate, we're 
going to work as efficiently 
and fairly as we can to impli- 
ment it,” Mr. Penney said. 


Healthy debate 

The gist of the debate on the 
floor of Town Meeting focused 
on the wording and timing of 
the bylaw, and its potential 
impact on business, but never 
really contested the intent of 
the bylaw, which was defined 
as reducing the health risk of 
exposure to primary- and sec- 
ond-hand smoke. 

Selectmen recommended 
disapproval of the article, 
after a 3-2 vote by the board 
with William Downs, James 
Barenboim and Charles Wes- 
son voting againt the bylaw. 
Chairman Gerald Silverman 
proposed a three-part amend- 
ment to the proposal that 
would have allowed designat- 
ed smoking areas in munici- 
pal buildings and restaurants, 
and allowed vending mach- 
ines in restaurants, hotels and 
inns, but that was snuffed out 
by voters. 


Brian Major, of 116 Woburn - 


St., questioned whether, if the 


amendment passed, there 


would be anything in the 
bylaw to prevent entire restau- 
rants from being designated as 
smoking areas. 

“The problem is, smoke 
does not stay in designated 
areas,” said Lynn Wailes, of 10 
Blueberry Circle. 

Karen Rouse, of 5 Cattle 
Crossi’.g, said the amendment 
would nullify the spirit and 
intent of the entire article. 

Christine Gebhard, of 2 Ori- 
ole Drive, said voters should 
think about the rights of those 
restaurant workers who would 
have to work in the designated 
smoking areas. 

Fred Childs, of 41 Porter 
Road and the newest member 
of the three-member Board of 
Health, said he resented the 
fact that Board of Health mem- 
bers worked on and discussed 
the bylaw during public meet- 
ings for months, including two 
public hearings (during which 
only one selectman attended 
just part of one), and that now 
selectmen were putting forth 
an amendment. 

Mr. Childs said he was 
asked his feelings on a smok- 
ing ban when he applied for 
the position on the Board of 
Health and said his reply at 
the time was that, whatever 
the bylaw looked like, “it 
should have some teeth in it.” 

“This amendment that’s 
proposed takes out the teeth,” 
Mr. Childs said. 

He also pointed out that the 
bylaw already contained a pro- 
vision, albeit with strict guide- 
lines, for designated smoking 
areas to be allowed by a vari- 
ance. 

Andrew Rouse, of 5 Cattle 
Crossing, questioned how 
much it would cost the town to 
build designated smoking 
areas in all the municipal 
buildings, such as the one that 
was built last year in town 


‘!don’t know about you, 
but | don’t want to end 
up in a hospital with 
cancer like my 
grandfather. And as | 
said before, | would 
rather stay home and 


eat the boring food my 
mom cooks, than eat in 
a restaurant with smoke 


all over.’ 


— Evan Greer, 8 
at Town Meeting 


Like there’s no tomorrow - By a convincing vote of 279- 


te — —— 
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Smoking banned in restaurants, town buildings, 279-86 


86, voters at the third and 


s) 


final session of Town Meeting Wednesday night approved a smoking and tobacco- 


control bylaw that is among the most stri 
longer be allowed in restaurants, municipal b 
in Andover. But the law will not take effect fi 
how long it takes for the state at 


offices. [Smoking in that area 
will be banned under the new 
bylaw.) 

Barbara Morache, a munici- 
pal employee and daughter of 
Selectman William Downs, 
said that the amendment was 
needed so town employees 
would have the option of hav- 
ing a designated smoking area. 

Bob McQuade, director of 
Public Works, said employ- 
eeds of town buildings already 
police themselves on smoking, 
and that smoking is not 
allowed already in most areas 
where employees who don’t 
smoke would be exposed to it, 
such as offices and bathrooms 
and in town vehicles when 
more than one person 
is in a vehicle. 

Tom McCarron, of 
16 Balmoral St., said 
the bylaw was needed 
because restaurant 
owners were not suffi- 
ciently sensitive 
enough on their own to 
protect the health of 
their customers 
because they still allow 
smoking. 

Former School Com- 
mittee member Sue 
Jenkins said the Edu- 
cation Reform Act of 
1993 banned smoking 
on school property and 
that the same protec- 
tion should be extend- 
ed to all municipal 
employees. 

Mr. Penney said 


es ‘'health department 


employees worked long and 
hard on the bylaw proposal 
using a fair and deniocratic 
process. 

“The amendments that are 
being made are an attempt to 
dilute that effort,” Mr. Penney 
said, 

He asked that voters not 
fear letting the town make a 
statement for others to see. He 
also asked Mr. McQuade why — 
if the town is already comply- 
ing with the provisions of the 
bylaw - the public works 
director couldn’t support the 
article. 

Evan Greer, 8, of 76 Spring 
Grove Road, said the law 
should be passed because “the 
less restaurants with people 
smoking, the less kids will 
think it is cool.” 

“T don’t know about you, 
but I don’t want to end up ina 
hospital with cancer like my 
grandfather. And as I said 
before, I would rather stay 
home and eat the boring food 
my mom coks than eat in a 
restaurant with smoke all 
over,” Evan said. 

Fire Chief Harold Hayes 
spoke against the proposal and 
said designated smoking areas 
should be the jurisdiction of 
the fire department. 

“T just think this bylaw — if 
not amended — is going to be 
too restrictive,” Chief Hayes 
said. 

The amendment was then 
voted down. 

Gerard Dallal, of High Plain 
Road, said people talk about 


ngent in the 
uildings or public areas of retail stores 


nation. Smoking will no 


or six or seven months, depending on 
torney general to approve it. 


smokers rights and non-smok- 
ers rights, but that everyone 
has the right against trespass, 
and that smoking was a “bodi- 
ly intrusion.” 


\ 
i 
| 


“Tt there is a basic right of > 


all human beings, it is a right 
against trespass,” Mr. Dallal 
said. “Is smoking an act of 
trespass against the nonsmok- 
er? The answer for me is cer- 
tainly yes.” 

Several others spoke about 
the health risks and about tak- 
ing care of friends and rela- 
tives with cancer and other 
respiratory diseases. 

“Cancer prevention is some- 
thing everybody in this hall 
can contribute to by voting on 
this article,” said Dr. Howard 
Koh, of 42 Lincoln Circle. 

Selectman Larry Larsen 
stepped off the podium to voice 
his support for the article. 

Selectman Barenboim 
asked who would enforce the 
bylaw. 

Mr. Penney told him the 
town’s health agents would 
provide enforcement. 

“We intend to do it with 
these fines and with educa- 
tion,” Mr. Penney said. 

Mr. Barenboim asked if 
health agents were going to 
start working nights to check 
on the bars and lounges. 

“Tf that’s what it takes to get 
good health in the community, 
we'll do it,” Mr. Penney said. 

The vote was then called 
and the article passsed. 

Voters then gave them- , 
selves a round of applause. 


| 
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Merchants 
Sponsor 
Special 
Issue 


This special issue 
of the Andover 
Townsman is solely 
sponsored by the 
Andover Center 
Association. The 
A.C.A. is a diverse 
group of merchants 
and business people 
within downtown 
Andover. Their main 
goal is to ensure the 
continued growth 
and vitality of 
Andover’s 
downtown. Through 
the support of 
approximately 50 
dues-paying 
member 
businesses, the 
association carries 
out many projects 
and promotions. Be Sade 
They are . ce ees a, iin * : 
responsible for Pas! ae Has 2 a, MALY eng se? Nace 
events such as 2 oe aS Base my still mean some- 
Bazaar Days, c.f i thing here, Andover 
Holiday Open House, | | " 2 offers a wide selection of 


the Spring Coloring | © > oy Be eae tse 

Contest, andmany | | rf hee. al ge ccccecsenanen Wee special stores and restau- 
others throughout a = ; ie a see rants that combine quality 
the year. : te Hi mse asad EDEN cope PRIA LE ag ; pt ; 

“We are local DAES a f Wi Ree 8 5 was a REE og with friendly service and 
business people DS A eee Ries ota wae ae ie small-town charm. You can 
who care about the | i. pees | ae <4 find just about anything in 
community we do SREP paca gl aE: a 
business in. We Pee ans ui as ae Name eS i ‘downtown Andover - shop- 
were happy to Ot ai a ie Rg Ginn 8 ping, dining, banking - you 
sponsor this , Ga we) SHAS 3 name it! Come explore 
important special ot : amide 
issue,” said Downtown Andover. 
Association 
Chairman Sean 
Quinn of The 
Strawberry Tree. 

A few of the 
A.C.A.’s upcoming 
events include the 
Main Street Flower 
Project, Antique and 
Classic Auto Show, 
as well as Bazaar 
Days. 

The association 
is always interested 
in improving 
Andover’s 
Downtown. If you 
have any ideas or 
suggestions, the 
association can be 
contacted through 
P.O. Box 5001, 

<| Andover, MA 01810. 


